
In our Easter profession of faith, first in our baptism then in its subsequent renewals in 
the years after, we profess faith in God, the Father – the Creator – God the Son – the 
Redeemer – and God the Holy Spirit – the Redeemer, and the mysteries of the           
Incarnation, the Passion, Death and Resurrection of Jesus, and the coming of the Holy 
Spirit.  Then we profess faith in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.  This Sunday 
we are focused on the apostolic nature of the Church.’ 

Paul, who describes himself as the last of the apostles, as one born out of the normal 
course, in the first reading is introduced to the Jerusalem community of Christians.  The community 
is afraid of Paul (Saul) because of his reputation.  Paul was ravaging the Church.  We can learn a lot 
from this. 

The faith of the Jerusalem Church is apostolic.  It rests on the faith and teaching and preaching of 
the Apostles.  The faith of St. Paul is also apostolic but he was never a member of the 12,          
nevertheless he encountered the risen Lord Jesus on the road to Damascus.  Who are you? Paul 
asked Jesus, who responded.  “I am Jesus whom you are persecuting.”  Paul goes into the desert 
and after 3 years Paul goes to the Church in Jerusalem, but they did not believe he was a disciple, 
and they feared him.  Barnabas took charge and brought Paul to the apostles.  They were assured 
they were one in faith.  In Galatians Paul said he went up to Jerusalem in accord with a revelation, 
and Paul presented to them the gospel that he “preached to the Gentiles—but privately to those of 
repute—so that I might not be running, or have run, in vain.” 

Paul had an extraordinary experience of the Risen Lord Jesus similar to the Resurrection              
appearances to the 12 (minus Judas) in Jerusalem.  The raging issue in the earliest years of the 
Church was whether Gentiles were subject to Jewish laws concerning ritual purity – prohibited foods 
and such.  That was resolved. 

Note the melding of genuine experiences which bring into this world the apostolic nature of the 
Church.  We no longer see Jesus in Resurrection appearances, but for the rare vision, we experience 
him in the Breaking of the Bread – like the two on the road to Emmaus, or Jesus on the             
seashore.  It is so important to be at Mass. 

Into this age of chaos, violence and disorder we bring the testimony of the 12 with Paul, with the 
encouragement and teaching of the Pope and the College of Bishops, successors to Peter and the 
College of Apostles.  We are being pruned by the word spoken by Jesus and through the Holy Spirit 
the witness of the Apostles.  We need not fear the present nor the future, simply continue to bear 
fruit in the present moment.   The fruit that can only be borne by remaining in Jesus.  So, Paul 
learned, and Peter, and the rest, and our faith rests on their apostolic witness.  Lest we run in vain, 
we must be one, holy, catholic and apostolic. 

 

~Fr. McGrath  
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